
Jodi Songer Riedel
eDUCATION

B.S. Horticulture - Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI, 2002

M.S. Agriculture and Extension Education - North Carolina State University - Raleigh, NC, 2006
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Wakefield High School Agricultural Education Teacher and FFA Advisor

         Wakefield High School, Raleigh, NC 2002-present

         Tasked with managing a high school agricultural education program as an inclusive, diverse learning community of 9-12th 

         grade students.  Manage and maintain greenhouse, gardens, laboratories, facilities, equipment, and budget.  Advise over 150 

         students in FFA.  Facilitate environmental, agricultural, and leadership workshops with students, teachers, local and statewide

         agricultural businesses and community members.  Manage a $20,000 annual spring plant sale with student grown plant 

         materials via various propagation methods.  Collaborate with educational agencies and schools to provide educational 

         outreach.  Mentored eight future Agricultural Education teachers since 2005.  Awarded Wakefield High School’s Teacher of the 

         Year (2007) and North Carolina’s Environmental Educator of the Year (2010). 

Governor’s Teacher Network
       North Carolina, 2014- present
         Research chronic absenteeism in public education and create a task force to combat absenteeism in Agricultural Education at   

         Wakefield High School.  The “A-Team” is developed and implemented to develop peer and community mentors for chronically 

         absent students.  Students facilitate a reward program and are expected to increase time in school.  Findings are disseminated to

         students and staff at Wakefield High School and in North Carolina.

Kenan Fellow
       North Carolina State University, 2006-2008
       Collaborated with a university mentor, Dr. Susan Moore to create and present sustainable forestry curriculum and video to 
         teachers throughout the state.  Attend a variety of professional development events through Kenan Fellows, including a trip to 

         Chile.  http://www.ncsu.edu/kenanfellows/kfp-cp-sites/sustainable/index-58412.php.html
4-H State and Local Workshops

       Wake County Cooperative Extension, 2003-2005

       Volunteer and teach children ages three to eighteen about plants, the environment, and agriculture.  Facilitate annual   

         demonstration garden at State Fair.  Designed and installed a teaching garden at Wake County Cooperative Extension Offices.

Michigan State 4-H Children’s Gardens, Trial Gardens, and HRT 100 Teaching Assistant

       Michigan State University, 2000-2002

       Developed and taught horticulture, science, reading, and art programs for children of all ages.  Cultivated 63 theme gardens, over 
        one acre of green space.  Cultivated and maintained MSU gardens.  Instructed an introductory horticulture lab.

CERTIFICATIONS

NC Agriculture and Family and Consumer Science Certified Teacher 
Raleigh, 2002
National Board Certified Teacher

       Raleigh, NC 2008
North Carolina Pesticide Applicator Licensed

       Raleigh, NC 2003

PUBLICATIONS AND PRESENTATIONS

Horticulture Today: Goodheart-Wilcox Publishing

       Chicago, Illinois Copyright 2017

       High school horticulture textbook promoting plant science literacy.

North Carolina CTE Summer Conference Presenter

        Greensboro, NC 2007-2014

        Presented agriculture, forestry, literacy, and food science curriculum and best practices.
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Rolesville Buzz Newspaper
        Rolesville, NC 2011-2012

        Authored and distributed two monthly articles about local farm practices and horticulture.

North Carolina Science Teachers’ Association Conference 

        Greensboro, NC 2007

        Presented Kenan Fellows STEM and forestry curriculum.

H3O4U.net, Wake Technical Community College and Wake Public Schools
        Raleigh, NC 2010
        Created collaborations between Wake Tech and Wake County public schools and developed articulation agreements to promote      

         dual enrollment in college courses and expedited graduation with both a high school diploma and an Associate’s degree.
Southern Region American Association for Agricultural Education

       Mobile, AL 2006
         First Place Paper Presentation- Effects of an Introductory Agricultural Education Course on the Agricultural Literacy and 

Perceptions of Urban Students.
Awards
Wake Forest Urban Forestry Board Green Medal Award

       Wake Forest, NC 2012

NC Governor’s Conservation Achievement and Wildlife Federation Environmental Educator of the Year

       Raleigh, NC 2009
Gardeners of Wake County Beautification Award

       Raleigh, NC 2008

Southern Region American Association for Agricultural Education

       Mobile, AL 2006
         First Place Paper Presentation- Effects of an Introductory Agricultural Education Course on the Agricultural Literacy and 
Perceptions of Urban Students.

Grants
       Over $40,000 since 2002 from: Bright Ideas from NC Cooperative Energies, NC Beautiful Windows of Opportunity, NC Beautiful Azalea Program, Wake Ed Partnership, Keats Foundation, Best Buy Technology Grant, North Carolina Tobacco Trust Fund, National FFA Alumni Association, Warren Buffett Invest to Fight Hunger Grant, Wake Forest Chamber of Commerce Grant, Burroughs Wellcome Fund, Ag Carolina Farm Credit, FFA Food For Thought and Environmental Education.
Gardens and Garden Collaborations
         - Wakefield Elementary School Garden- 2016 Theme gardens for each grade level executing standard course of study objectives

         - NC State Fair Blue Ribbon Premium Gardens- 2013, 2012, 2008 Pitzer Overall Best in Show Award, 2006 & 2005
         - Wakefield High School YMCA Sprouts Garden and Spanish for Fun Daycare garden- cultivate gardens and facilitate 

              horticultural education with youth.
         -Wakefield High School organic vegetable garden, nursery, azalea garden, raised beds and handicap accessible gardens, 

              plant identification gardens, herb garden, greenhouse, and high tunnel garden.
         -Rex Healthcare Healing Garden- partnership with Bland Landscaping and University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill 
KEY PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
USDA/ FDA Food Safety and Food Science for Teachers 2015

       Washington, D.C.

Rutgers University Food Science Short Course 2014
       Newark, New Jersey 
The National FFA Alumni Development Conference 2014
        Grand Rapids, MI 
NCSU, NC A &T, and the NC Cooperative Extension High Tunnel Workshop 2014

       Siler City, NC
University of Virginia Monticello Historic Landscape Institute 2013
       Charlottesville, VA 
North Carolina Sustainable Forestry and Ecology at La Universidad de Concepcion 2009

       Biobio, Chile
1362 Tarboro Rd, Youngsville, NC 27596
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