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1. I recently purchased a prayer plant from Walmart.  Sometimes, I wonder how much care they actually provide.  This plant had short, thick stem tips. The leaves on the terminal buds are light green at the base.  Some of the leaves have even twisted off and just died?  What is going on and what should I do to solve this problem?

B deficiency- Check your pH and add fertilizer with B (CHELATED BORON)
2. I have a spider plant that is acting really funny.  I give it plenty of tap water and I even let it dry out a little between watering.  I am also giving this container plant fertilizer every time… and that is supposed to work.  Still, my leaves look yellow and burnt.  What is going on?  How can I help my poor spider plant?

Cl Toxicity, let your water sit out overnight and allow the Cl to evaporate (bottled water)
3. I have some geraniums.  I love them to death.  All of the sudden, the new leaves that are coming up look chlorotic.  I am like what the heck? Also, some of the stems are slender and have stunted growth. My pH on my soil is at 8.5.  What is going on here?

Fe deficiency and pH is too high!  Lower the pH by adding Sulfur or organic matter
4. I have prize winning roses.  Recently I was walking past one and there was all of this interveinal chlorosis and the young leaves were dieing. What is going on here?

Mn
5. I am going to put in a vegetable garden this year.  I have found a sunny location that gets at least six hours of sun.  But, I am not so good with soils. What should I do to figure out what soil I have?  How do I make the soil better.

Take a soil test.  Add organic matter and follow the recommendations from the soil test by adding lime and nutrients.

6. I am a farmer that has 100 acres of pumpkins.  The pumpkin harvest just finished and now I want to till up the earth to prepare the soil for an early spring crop.  It has been so rainy right now.  Should I go out into the field and start tilling the soil?  Why or why not?

No way!  You never go out into a field and till when it is wet or rainy.  This will ruin the soil structure. Kick back and watch some tv or read a book dude!
7. I really need to make some money right now.  I have a small farm that grows vegetables outdoors.  I live in Maine, so our growing season is very short.  I also have a greenhouse, but I don’t use it most of the winter.  I just inherited all of this hydroponics equipment.  There is all this stuff and I don’t really know what to do with it. I have a green thumb, however.  What kinds of things could I grow or do with the equipment?  Would I be able to make any money?  What kinds of advantages does this system have over growing outdoors.

You should grow herbs (legal ones or you will be busted!)  You can make lots of money because these are a quality crop.  Growing indoors means that you can control all of the environment (light, temp, water, nutrients, weeds, insects, diseases).
8. I am a new tomato grower.  I love those things.  This year is my first crop.  I just started to get fruit when I noticed they all had this rotten area on the end of the fruit, opposite of where it is attached to the plant.  The plant also has leaves that are cupping up.  What do you think it is?  How can I change this problem?

Ca  Apply Calcium or evenly water.
9. I have a really cool coleus plant.  All of the sudden though, it looks really short and has stunted growth. The internodes are really short now.  The new leaves are thick and small and the leaves are spotted between the veins. The veins are also discolored.  What is going on with my beloved plant?

Zn
10. My mom is taking me this weekend with her to go and get some potting soil. She said that I should be an expert. What will I tell her to look for?  We are going to be using 10” baskets and some great big huge containers that don’t have any drainage holes? What are the materials we need to make sure to use?

Quality potting soil with coconut coir or peat moss, perlite, and bark.  You can also drill drainage holes, this is a better option! If you can’t put in drainage holes- just use the potting soil, no gravel or anything else at the bottom
11. I have a bunch of plants out in the greenhouse.  They seem really heavy. There is this green stuff all over the top of the plant, what is it?  Also, there are a bunch of fungus gnats flying around.  What can I do to remedy this situation?

That green stuff is algae and you, my friend, are watering your plant way too much.  Hold off on watering and the gnats should go away, too!
12. My sister always kills her plants.  Last week, I bought her an African Violet.  Well, I told her to put it in full sun and only water and fertilize it when it is really dry.  Well, she said it was really dry.  Now, after watering it, all of the leaves are turning mushy and dieing.  What the heck is this and how do I get it off of my plant?

She watered the plant from the top.  These plants have to be watered from the bottom so that the leaves don’t get wet and then they won’t rot.  They’re from Africa, duh… not lots of rain there.
13. Last week I was kicked in the head by a horse.  Well, it knocked out all of my memory of Mrs. Riedel’s unit on soils.  Now, my dad needs help with finding out what we can do for the soil to put in a garden. Since I forgot what to do, where can I go for help?  What kinds of things will I need to do to get my soil ready for a vegetable garden?

You can contact your state’s extension office.  In NC that is NCSU and NC A&T.  

14. Lately my corn plants are looking a little more than corny.  They are fine except for one big problem.  Firstly, they are taking forever to grow, if they are growing at all.  Secondly, the older leaves are turning purple.  What the heck is going on here?

P
15. Okay, so I have been watering the heck out of my Geraniums.  Still, the leaves look wilted.  I don’t think that I am overwatering because the roots don’t smell rotten.  So, along with the wilted leaves, here is the other weird thing… at the tips, there are like multiple buds when there is supposed to be just one.  What is going on dude?

Cu

Essential Element Quiz
1. The older leaves are looking sick.  They have interveinal chlorosis and the leaf tips looked burnt or scorched.  They also tall slender stalks.

2. I have sick upper leaves.  They are dark leaves and are very thick. And even sometimes will twist and die.  Sometimes even the flowers and fruit will die.

3. My younger leaves are sick.  The veins are yellowing and most of the leaf is yellow.  The older leaves are also chlorotic.

4. The lower leaves are sickly.  They are very big and have yellowing and dead spots.  The leaves are very thick and the new growth looks retarded.

5. My young leaves look sick.  The terminal buds die, and the fruit has these weird lesions.  The leaves die back at the tips and margins, and some of the leaves look hooked.
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Plant Problems, P:1
1. I recently purchased a prayer plant from Walmart.  Sometimes, I wonder how much care they actually provide.  This plant had short, thick stem tips. The young leaves on the terminal buds are light green at the base.  Some of the leaves have even twisted off and just died.  What is going on and what should I do to solve this problem?

2. I have a spider plant that is acting really funny.  I give it plenty of tap water and I even let it dry out a little between watering.  I am also giving this container plant fertilizer every time… and that is supposed to work.  Still, my leaves look yellow and burnt.  What is going on?  How can I help my poor spider plant?

3. I have some geraniums.  I love them to death.  All of the sudden, the new leaves that are coming up look chlorotic.  I am like what the heck? Also, some of the stems are slender and have stunted growth. My pH on my soil is at 8.5.  What is going on here?

4. I have prize winning roses.  Recently I was walking past one and there was all of this interveinal chlorosis and the young leaves were dieing. What is going on here?

5. I am going to put in a vegetable garden this year.  I have found a sunny location that gets at least six hours of sun.  But, I am not so good with soils. What should I do to figure out what soil I have?  How do I make the soil better?
6. I am a farmer that has 100 acres of pumpkins.  The pumpkin harvest just finished and now I want to till up the earth to prepare the soil for an early spring crop.  It has been so rainy right now.  Should I go out into the field and start tilling the soil?  Why or why not?

7. I really need to make some money right now.  I have a small farm that grows vegetables outdoors.  I live in Maine, so our growing season is very short.  I also have a greenhouse, but I don’t use it most of the winter.  I just inherited all of this hydroponics equipment.  There is all this stuff and I don’t really know what to do with it. I have a green thumb, however.  What kinds of things could I grow or do with the equipment?  Would I be able to make any money?  What kinds of advantages does this system have over growing outdoors?
8. I am a new tomato grower.  I love those things.  This year is my first crop.  I just started to get fruit when I noticed they all had this rotten area on the end of the fruit, opposite of where it is attached to the plant.  The plant also has leaves that are cupping up.  What do you think it is?  How can I change this problem?

9. I have a really cool coleus plant.  All of the sudden though, it looks really short and has stunted growth. The internodes are really short now.  The new leaves are thick and small and the leaves are spotted between the veins. The veins are also discolored.  What is going on with my beloved plant?

10. My mom is taking me this weekend with her to go and get some potting soil. She said that I should be an expert. What will I tell her to look for?  We are going to be using 10” baskets and some great big huge containers that don’t have any drainage holes? What are the materials we need to make sure to use?

11. I have a bunch of plants out in the greenhouse.  They seem really heavy. There is this green stuff all over the top of the plant, what is it?  Also, there are a bunch of fungus gnats flying around.  What can I do to remedy this situation?

12. My sister always kills her plants.  Last week, I bought her an African Violet.  Well, I told her to put it in full sun and only water and fertilize it when it is really dry.  Well, she said it was really dry.  Now, after watering it, all of the leaves are turning mushy and dieing.  What the heck is this and how do I get it off of my plant?

13. Last week I was kicked in the head by a horse.  Well, it knocked out all of my memory of Mrs. Riedel’s unit on soils.  Now, my dad needs help with finding out what we can do for the soil to put in a garden. Since I forgot what to do, where can I go for help?  What kinds of things will I need to do to get my soil ready for a vegetable garden?

14. Lately my corn plants are looking a little more than corny.  They are fine except for one big problem.  Firstly, they are taking forever to grow, if they are growing at all.  Secondly, the older leaves are turning purple.  What the heck is going on here?

15. Okay, so I have been watering the heck out of my Geraniums.  Still, the leaves look wilted.  I don’t think that I am overwatering because the roots don’t smell rotten.  So, along with the wilted leaves, here is the other weird thing… at the tips, there are like multiple buds when there is supposed to be just one.  What is going on dude?

Look at the powerpoint… what are all of those problems?
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