	Grading

	Drainage

	Conditioning the Soil

	Planting the Lawn


	Soil should be tested for pH and nutrient recommendations.

	Six inches of topsoil should be spread over subsoil or if six inches are unavailable, well- rooted or decayed organic matter should be added and mixed in soil.

	Slope affects drainage.  Drainage tile below surface can be used.

	Slope away from the house or building to drain water away from house and basement.

	Mulch with light cover of straw or use commercial mulching material, especially on slopes.

	This is necessary for proper root growth.

	Cover seeds by lightly raking so that seeds will have contact with the soil.

	Sow one-half the recommended rat e of seed in one direction and sow the other half across the lawn at a 90º angle to the first half.

	Roots, stones, dirt clods and other trash such as metal should be removed.

	Plant at proper time of year, warm-season in spring and cool-season in early fall or very early spring.

	Slope should not be over 15%for lawn grasses because of mowing safety.

	All soil additives such as lime, organic matter, fertilizer, pesticides, etc, should be worked into soil.  Soil should be tilled to break the soil into small particles.

	Lime and fertilizer should be added to make pH of 6.5 or 7.0 and to meet fertilizer recommendations.

	Choose the correct high quality seed for the climate and use.

	Water to keep seeds moist and new seedlings moist until they are all well established.


